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cultural roots, and business leaders of un-
matched work ethic and ingenuity. 

Diwali marks the Hindu commitments to 
faith, peace, family and heritage. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in acknowledging the 
celebration of Diwali and wishing the Hindu 
people of Illinois’ Sixth Congressional District 
a peaceful holiday. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF 
SUPERVISOR TIM SMITH 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to recognize and honor Tim 
Smith, who is retiring after serving for 20 
years on the Sonoma County Board of Super-
visors. Upon his retirement, Supervisor Smith 
will have earned the distinction of being the 
longest continuously serving supervisor in the 
county’s history. 

Supervisor Smith began his service to our 
country as a Navy radioman in Vietnam. When 
he returned from Vietnam, he attended 
Sonoma State University, where he graduated 
with a B.A. in Political Science in 1976. 

Shortly thereafter, he joined the staff of 
State Assemblyman Doug Bosco and contin-
ued as his district director when the Assembly-
man was elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Supervisor Smith was elected to the Board 
in 1988. As Supervisor, he provided con-
stituent services to 95,000 people in the Third 
District. The Board also sets the policy direc-
tion for the $700 million annual budget and 
3,500 county employees, works extensively 
with the legislative delegation on legislative 
and regulatory issues and serves on many re-
gional and local agencies, commissions and 
boards. 

Just a few of these agencies, commissions 
and boards include the Sonoma County Agri-
cultural Preservation and Open Space District, 
the National Association of Counties, the Cali-
fornia Association of Counties, the Association 
of Bay Area Governments, the Sonoma Coun-
ty Community Development Commission and 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. 

In his spare time, he has been a volunteer, 
advocate or fundraiser for many nonprofit or-
ganizations, including the Volunteer Center, 
United Way, Day of Caring, the Hate Free 
Community Project, the Valley of the Moon 
Children’s Home, the Heart Association and 
the Sonoma County Climate Protection Cam-
paign. 

Supervisor Smith intends to spend his well 
earned leisure time traveling with his wife, Su-
zanne, enjoying his hobbies of golf and fly 
fishing, and spending more time with his three 
children and five grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, Supervisor Smith leaves a 
distinguished record of public service and a 
lasting reputation as a problem solver who al-
ways had the best interests of the people of 
Sonoma County in mind as he worked on their 
behalf. We will miss our partnership with him 
but know he will continue to be a strong advo-
cate for his community. It is appropriate that 
we honor and acknowledge him today for his 
lifetime of public service. 

IN HONOR OF THE STUDENTS AT 
ST. CATHARINE’S ACADEMY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the innovative students at St. 
Catharine’s Academy in the Bronx, NY, who 
have dedicated their time to raising awareness 
of the plight of women in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC). 

Earlier this year, students at St. Catharine’s 
Academy read a magazine article about the 
conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and the various humanitarian issues facing 
women in the country. St. Catharine’s Acad-
emy is a unique all-girls school that strives to 
teach its students responsibility, compassion, 
social justice, collaboration and concern for 
women’s issues. The students brainstormed 
and mobilized efforts to address the humani-
tarian crisis in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. They organized fundraising bake sales 
to send money to Panzi Hospital in the DRC, 
a hospital dedicated to treating women who 
are survivors of rape and abuse. Through their 
efforts, the students raised $5,600 to send to 
Panzi Hospital, which continues to treat over 
60,000 women a year. The students furthered 
their efforts to mobilize the student body by 
creating a video highlighting obstacles faced 
by women in the DRC for the school’s annual 
international show. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of the students of St. Catharine’s 
Academy for their work on raising awareness 
of the plight of women in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo and in recognition of their 
contributions to their community, their vision 
and their innovation. May their efforts serve as 
an example for all of us to follow. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FAM-
ILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE EN-
HANCEMENT ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, over fifteen years ago, President 
Clinton signed into law the Family and Medical 
Leave Act (PL 103–3), legislation that allows 
employees to take time off from work to care 
for a new baby or sick family member. Be-
cause of this landmark legislation, millions of 
Americans have been able to take unpaid 
leave without the risk of losing their jobs. 

Today, I am introducing the Family and 
Medical Leave Enhancement Act. Building 
upon the success of the 1993 Family and 
Medical Leave Act, FMLA, this legislation 
would allow more people to benefit from FMLA 
by allowing employees in companies with 
more than 25 employees to take Family and 
Medical Leave and would extend employee 
leave for workers to meet their family’s needs. 
The legislation includes 24 hours of leave 
(during any 12-month period) for parents and 
grandparents to go to parent-teacher con-
ferences or to take their children, grand-
children or other family members to the doctor 
for regular medical or dental appointments. 

Currently, the FMLA allows qualified work-
ers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave to 
care for newborns, seek emergency medical 
care for themselves, parents, children under 
18 or legal spouse. My legislation would add 
commonsense enhancements to FMLA. 

In 1997, this legislative measure was sup-
ported by President Bill Clinton. In February 
1997, President Clinton said, ‘‘I call upon Con-
gress to expand the family leave law to give 
parents an additional 24 hours of unpaid leave 
each year to take a child or an elderly relative 
to a regular doctor’s appointment or to attend 
parent-teacher conferences at school. In so 
doing, we’ll make our families stronger and 
our workers more productive, building the kind 
of country and economy we all want for our 
children.’’ 

On behalf of America’s families, I urge my 
fellow colleagues to join me in support of the 
Family and Medical Leave Enhancement Act. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 29, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is September 29, 2008 in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and before 
the sun set today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children were killed 
by abortion on demand. That’s just today, Mr. 
Speaker. That’s more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this 
country, only it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 13,034 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Madam Speaker, cried and screamed 
as they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies 
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and 
each one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, whether 
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible 
ignorance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution. It says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
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